
         

 

Save Sumas Campaign Summary 
 

                         

  Abbotsford Trail Running Club | Fox Fleet | Fraser Valley Mountain Bikers Association | Run for Water 
 
The following report details the Save Sumas Campaign opposing the Golden Rock Quarry 
Development application on Sumas Mountain which has produced the following results: 

 6,000+ signatures on our “Oppose Sumas Quarry Gravel Proposal” online petition 
 332 signed form letters (245 mailed and 82 emailed) opposing the project 
 Email campaign to southwest mines division showing the personal side of the impact 
 #SaveSumas Social Media campaign which has resulted in over 350 personal stories 

posted to Instagram 
 #Save Sumas event at Old Abbey Ales with at least 120 individuals attending in support 

of our trails 
 #SaveSumas Sumas Trails Day rally on Sumas Mountain with over 130 trail users in 

attendance  
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Introduction 
The Save Sumas Coalition is a grassroots movement formed in response to the placement of a 
sign on Sumas Mountain alerting interested parties a numbered company – 266531 BC Ltd had 
filed a mine plan with the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources. The sign was 
posted in an obscure location (pictured below) 5 kms up a narrow gravel access road (Taggart 
Rd) on Sumas Mountain in an area heavily used by local outdoor enthusiasts. The original sign 
was posted with an incorrect email address for the public to forward their concerns.  

      

The coalition comprised four groups who represent trail users – the Fraser Valley Mountain 
Bikers Association (FVMBA) – a registered Non-Profit Society and the legal steward of the trails 
on Sumas Mountain; Run for Water (R4W) – a registered Charity which used trail races in 2016 
and 2017 on Sumas Mountain to raise over $70,000 for relief work in Ethiopia; Fox Fleet ladies 
only trail running group; and the Abbotsford Trail Running Club (ATRC) whose members run on 
Sumas Mountain and who hosted its first Valley Vertikiller trail race on the mountain on October 
21st, 2017. The coalition was led by the FVMBA with support from R4W, the ATRC, and Fox Fleet. 

Our team contacted Southwest Mines Division and received information indicating there would 
be a 30-day public feedback period commencing on the date the sign was posted – October 6th, 
2017. Members were informed the mining proponent was not obligated to engage the public in 
any way except for the posting of the above sign and a notice in the local newspaper. 

In response the coalition executed a multi-faceted campaign designed to show the Ministry of 
Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources the significance of opposition to this project, the 
impact the project will have on recreational trail users, and the personal face of those who will 
be negatively affected by this plan. This was accomplished by the following means: 

1. Online Petition 
2. Engagement of local Provincial and Municipal politicians 
3. Formal letters from the Coalition member groups 
4. Email and photo campaign to southwestminesdivision@gov.bc.ca from affected users 
5. Gathering and submission of signed letters from various community outlets 
6. #SaveSumas event hosted at Old Abbey Ales in Abbotsford on October 29th, 2017 
7. #SaveSumas Campaign on Social Media 
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8. #SaveSumas Sumas rally on Sumas Mountain on November 4th, 2017 where many trail 
users gathered on the mountain despite inclement weather.  

Online Petition 
The FVMBA, supported by the Coalition chose to use change.org as the platform for its online 
petition. This platform is one which has been used by other groups opposed to mines in their 

community – The Save Sheridan Hill 
group in Pitt Meadows received 
3123 signatures on change.org as 
part of their strategy to successfully 
stop a quarry proposal in their 
community. 

By contrast in one month, the 
“Oppose Sumas Gravel Quarry 
Proposal” has received over 6,000 
signatures. A detailed summary of 

the petition has also been sent to the Ministry. A breakdown of the results of our petition 
follows (please note the chart below was created when the petition had less than 5900 
signatures – currently the petition has reached over 6070 signatures): 

 

As you can see from the above chart, approximately 3700 of the over 6000 signatures have 
come from residents of the Lower Mainland.  The petition can be accessed online via the 
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following link - https://www.change.org/p/ministry-of-energy-and-mines-oppose-sumas-gravel-
quarry-proposal 

Engagement of Local Provincial and Municipal Politicians 
Early in the campaign our team reached out to our local politicians to hear their perspective on 
the proposal. We found out quickly the opposition to this plan was unanimous. The following 
groups had already indicated formal opposition and strongly encouraged us to voice our 
concerns: 

1. Fraser Valley Regional District 
2. Metro Vancouver 
3. The City of Abbotsford 
4. Sema:th (Sumas) First Nation 
5. Local MLAs 

Local politicians told us they were 
shocked the proposal had even 
reached this stage as there had been 
multiple levels of opposition from government at every step along the way. Our research led us 
to news articles in CBC News, The Georgia Straight and our local Abbotsford Newspaper all 
highlighting the strong opposition to the project from our MLAs and our Municipal leaders.  In 
addition a recent article in the Vancouver Sun has brought further attention to our cause: 
http://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/battle-for-the-mountain-trail-users-fight-proposed-
gravel-mine-on-sumas-mountain  

Formal Letters from Coalition Members Groups 
Understanding the need to voice our opposition in a formal way all 4 coalition member groups 
have submitted letters of opposition copied to Minister Mungall and Southwest Mines Division.  
The letters detail our unique reasons for opposing the project. 

Email and Photo Campaign 

Our team reached out to its stakeholders and encouraged individuals to submit emails of 
opposition and photos of themselves on Sumas Mountain enjoying trails that would be 
destroyed by the Golden Rock Quarry 
project. We wanted you to see how 
personal this mountain and these trails are 
for so many people in our local community, 
and the wider outdoor recreation 
community in the Lower Mainland and 
beyond. We hope this campaign gave you a 
taste of what this mountain means to us. 
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Submission of Form Letters 

Our team collected 332 form letters signed by individuals opposed to this project. Most of these 
were from trail users who will be directly impacted by the destruction of trails on the mountain 
and the associated gravel truck traffic. 245 letters were couriered to the attention of Donald 
Harrison at the Ministry of Mines, and an additional 87 were scanned and emailed to 
southwestminesdivision@gov.bc.ca 

#savesumas Event at Old Abbey Ales 

Our team started advertising this event approximately 1 week in advance of it taking place. We 
knew we had a lot of support in the community but we thought a venue that could host about 

30 people would have been large enough. We were 
overwhelmed by the response as dozens of 
community members filed in and wanted to be part 
of our show of support for our mountain. We did 
not keep track of the number of people who came 
to the event but at one point a quick head count 
showed 120 in attendance at that point in time.  
Over and over again we heard stories of what 
Sumas Mountain means to individuals in our 
community. It is a place where people find health, 
healing, and community. 

#savesumas Rally on Sumas Mountain 

On November 4th our team hosted 
the #savesumas Rally on Sumas 
Mountain. The event came together 
in a few short days. We invited our 
hiking, running, and mountain biking 
stakeholders to join us on the 
mountain to celebrate the trails and 
to join us in showing our opposition 
to the quarry project.  The weather 
forecast was miserable but that 
didn’t stop over 130 fellow trail 
lovers from braving the sub-zero 
temperatures and snowy conditions 
from showing their love for Sumas, 
and their opposition to the quarry project. We heard messages of support from local non-profit 
groups, politicians, and Abbotsford’s Mayor Henry Braun. Despite the cold it was a great day and 
reaffirmed our belief that these trails are worth fighting for and this quarry is not welcome.  
Please note the cover photo on this report is from the #savesumas Rally day. 
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#savesumas Campaign on Social Media 

For the final 2 weeks of the campaign our team initiated a #savesumas social media outreach.  
We encouraged individuals to post pictures of stories to demonstrate in a personal way what 
the trails on Sumas Mountain meant to them. We encouraged them to focus their pictures on 
the trails that would be affected by the proposed quarry development. At the time of writing 
this report over 350 #savesumas stories have been 
posted on Instagram. That number grows every 
few minutes. Many of these stories are deeply 
impactful describing how the trails on Sumas 
Mountain helped individuals come out of 
depression, walk further along the path to health, 
find community and lifelong friendships, find a 
deeper connection spiritually, and most of all of 
how the trails help them have fun! Reading these 
stories has given our team an even deeper 
connection to this mountain and a stronger resolve 
to do whatever it takes to save it from further 
development. We encourage you to take a few 
minutes and search #savesumas on Instagram. 
Read the stories and see for yourself what this mountain means to our community. We have 
attached a few stories at the end of this document to give you a small sample of what we are 
seeing on Instagram. 

Conclusion 

The day we discovered the public notification sign on Sumas Mountain was a difficult day for 
many trail users. The thought of our beloved trails being destroyed by yet another quarry was 
difficult to comprehend. It also seemed so unfair this notice in such an obscure location was the 
means the public would be alerted they had 30 days to give their feedback (in fact the notice 
doesn’t even tell us we had 30 days – our team had to contact southwest mines to discover 
this). The proponent had no obligation to provide information sessions, there was no public 
hearing process, and there was no attempt made by the proponent to engage the public in any 
way whatsoever. In spite of this our coalition and our ever-increasing group of motivated trail 
users and local residents has been overwhelmed by the level of support for our mountain. We 
have enjoyed building our coalition of motivated trail users, unified in our goal to protect the 
last accessible wilderness area in our community. We are optimistic you will see the outpouring 
of support for our cause and will make the right decision on this project.  Please say NO to the 
Golden Rock Quarry Development on Sumas Mountain and protect its pristine landscape for 
years to come. If you allow this project to proceed we have nowhere else to go in our 
community to pursue the outdoor recreation we all benefit from so much! 
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